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Our Own Religion in Ancient Persia: Being Lectures Delivered in
Oxford Presenting the Zend Avesta as collated with its PreChriatian
Exilic Pharisaism, Advancing the Persian Question to the Foremost
Position in Our Biblical Research: By Dr. Lawrence Mills. Published
in the United States by the Open Court Publishing Company, 1913.
xii+193 pages.

We have omitted from the title page the more thana dozen
lines descriptive of the l.earned author's works that entitle him
to fame and recognition as an authority. This same sense of
authority must be oomitted.to be obtruded on the reader
throughout the work in rather needless excess. The effort of the
work is to show that the ancient religion of Persia contained
some of the most characteristic Christian conceptions; among
them those of the nature and oneness of God, the ideas of immor
talityand of the New Testament eschatology. The author dol.',s
not claimabso!Jute dependence of Christianity, through Exilic
Judaism, for these doctrines. For the most part he leaves open
the question of dependence, although it is inevitable that he
should commit himself to a measure of dep:endence.

The field which he OIpeDS and in which he speaks with author
ity is one of very 'great interest to students generally, and of
very special interest to students of Christian origins. The posi
tionbelongs 1;0 the class of extreme conclusions from resem·
blances, often superficial.

W. O. CARVER.

Synesios von Kyrene, ein Characterbild aus dem Untergang des
Hellenentums; von Dr. George Griitzmacher, A. Deichert'sche Verlags·
buchhandlung, Leipzig, 1913. Ss. 1.80. Mk. 6.

The life of Synesius is one of the best illustrations of the way
in which a cultured heathen Greek passed over into Christianity.
He was born about 370 in Cyrene of one of the most prominent
and wealthy families of the Country. His father left him ex
tensive lands, a great number of slaves, considerable personal
property, and a library to which he continued to make additions
throughout his entire life. He was educated in Greek literature by
tutors in his home, and in phi1?sophy in the city of Alexandria.
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